TEE FIRST ANNUAL: REPYronrT 
OF THE 


St. Thomas Religions Book & Crack Society. 


IN 
Presented to the Society at their First Anniversary, held at the Court House on Monday Evening Nov. 28, 1859, 
Ee 


HIS HONOR, JUDGE HUGHES, THE PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY, IN THE CHATR. 


aa 


The St. Thomas Religious Book and Tract Sodety, on whose behalf we are met this evening, was 


with a yiew to the diflusion of sound Religious know sin the ‘Lownshins and Villages of the Courty of Elg 

The Society was prompted to this undertaking by < ideration of the i and apathy which so 
generally pro in respect of Divino Truth + the scajcity oF mi al labor ; the flood of frivolous literature so 
fatal to morals, which is circulated among the massts ; and the being which pie religion has upon the order, 
elevation, and happiness of the people. Viewed in sufh a light, it is impossible to form too hich an estimate of the 
importa of such an Association, nor should it faillto command the lively interes‘, and energetic support of every 
true Christian, 

‘The means by which the society practically labjis for the attainment of this great object are:—the cirewlation 
of religious books and tracts, or a supp.y of th ese ty society has been as yet dep ndent onthe American Religious 
Sook and ‘Tract Society ; but, saving only in this paryeular, it has no connection with that [nstitution. Itis deeme.t 
desirable to procure, besides, ths publications of the fondon ‘Tract Society, both on secount of their own i i 
value, at! the liberal terms on which they are usually granted ; and arrangements have been made, whi 
hoped, will prove successful, fir the purpose. 

Your Committee has been, for some time, discussing the adyisvoleaess of &: aging the services of a cclporteur 

nd vi the peo si of peace anid salvation, in their 
- br to vive f ic as) operations. 


Your Committee would beg to express a hope tl : iy, ULDUS Df Tscr = : 
tion as to warrant an adyance in their operations of so desirable a ne Kinding, ia the meantime, that there ts an 
Acent or Colporteur of the American Tract Society in the field.your Committee have resolved to ecntribute the sum 
of £10 out of the Funds to bis suppors for this year, There are no means at present within our power by which to 
circulate the Books except the individual ¢ ons of our own members, and the obliging offer of some parties 
throughout the County to act as Agents in the furtherance of the scheme. 


ha 


Tis being the first year of the Society’s operations, your committee do not find that there is much to report. 
‘They feel, however, ona review of the past, that there is much cause of thankfulness to Almighty God for the tokens 
of his favor, which he has been pleased to youchsafe, and much ground of encouragement for the futwe. The interest 
manifested by the public when it came to be known that such an Institution was about to be set on foot, and the free 
and cordial munificence with which the appeal on behalf of its funds w responded to, were such as greatly to 
exceed the most sanguine expectations of your committee. Upwards of 1000 volumes of various kinds have been 
disposed of out of the Society’s stock in the coursclof the year ; and stations for the sale of books established at 
Vienna, Aylmer, Wallacetown, and Iona, Your Gommitteo are glad to know that there is a very eager desire 
exhibited on the part of the public to procure and read the Books ; and they feel assured that, with a suitable 
agency at work for their circulation, sales could be eflected to an almost indefinite amount. 

‘There is one peculiarly interesting agency in connection with our Association. Is would seem, in a ciannery 
to have grown out of it ; or to beat least the offspring of the deep and general interest awakened at the time when 
the Association was inaugurated ; an interest which,We pray, may never abave, but swell in fervor and intensity. We 
mean the “ Ladies’ Tract Distribution Society.” ‘They have, with a view to a regular and ene SOT ORE SOE EG 
scheme, divided the ‘Town into somany Wards, or spheres of individual surveillance, and arran “weekly 
excursion through each, Your Committee would rejoice to see the zeal and energy with which they have ie 
themselves tothe work. It has come to the knowledge of your commit-ee, and the statement will, no on be 1aeu 
with unbounded satisfaction, as a token anda presage of good things to come, that even the young members of soa of 
our families, in the budding bloom and tenderness of childhood, may be seen engaged in the bli il ett ang 
going from lane to lane, and from door to door, with those tiny but priceless leaflets of soul-saying ae in fee ee st 
Let no one despise such juvenile activities on behalf of Jesus and his cause. Their hands may be weak, ue : Me 
step of those youthful emissaries may be timid and faltering ; but mighty is the eloment they Beau An an é H ent 
may plant the acorn in the soil, which is soon to expand into a tree which the rudest whirlwind cannot tear trom Its 
foundation, 


St. Thomas, 


